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The Shepherd King

Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23

4

Track 25

The shepherd boy David let out a whistle that only his 

sheep knew. Quickly they came and began to follow him.

They followed him to a shady, grassy place. It was near 

a spring of cool, still water. For sheep, it was just the 

right place. They could take long drinks. They could eat 

and lie down in the soft, green grass.
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“David!” called a voice behind him. David turned to 

look. It was one of his father’s servants.

“You must come to the house right away!” he said. 

“The prophet Samuel wants to see you.” 

Samuel? David trembled.1 Samuel spoke the words of God. He could 

ask the Lord to make thunder and rain come down from heaven.2  

Why did he want to see David? 

David asked another shepherd to take care of his sheep. He hoped 

they would be safe! Then he went with 

the servant. 

When he entered the house, 

he saw his father and his 

seven brothers all standing 

together. He saw Samuel 

holding a horn full of oil. 

What could this mean? 

he wondered.

the 

Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23
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The prophet Samuel turned to David. He looked at 

David’s handsome face and beautiful eyes. “This is 

the one,” said Samuel. 

“Are you sure he’s the one?” asked David’s father, 

Jesse. “David is the youngest of all the brothers. 

He’s just a shepherd.”

“Yes, the Lord told me to anoint him. He’s the one,” 

answered Samuel. David was the one God wanted 

to be the next king of Israel. 

David knelt before Samuel. Samuel tipped the horn 

and poured the oil over David’s head. David could 

hardly believe that a shepherd boy like him would 

become the shepherd of God’s people, the Israelites! 

Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23
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When David became king, many years later, he never 

forgot being a shepherd. But now he wrote songs about the 

one who was his shepherd. This shepherd had taken care of 

David his whole life. He helped David make right choices. 

He protected him from all his enemies. And whenever David 

felt scared or sad, his shepherd gave him comfort. 

“The Lord is my shepherd,” David sang. He knew that the 

LORD, the God of Israel, was the greatest shepherd of all.

Learn from 
David’s biography:

• The Lord was King David’s shepherd.

• When you trust Jesus Christ as Savior, 

He will be your shepherd too.

aphy:

1 See 1 Samuel 16:4. Based on the Israelites’ response to Samuel, we can assume David would have been somewhat 

apprehensive. 
2 See 1 Samuel 12:18.

Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23
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1. Read-together activity – 

Before you read the biography 

together, make simple puppets 

for David, two sheep, the servant, 

the prophet Samuel, Jesse, the 

animal horn and King David’s 

harp. You can make these puppets 

by cutting out pictures from your 

old Bible story coloring books (or 

simply search for “Bible coloring 

pages” online and download free 

pages). You can draw your own 

characters as well. Tape or glue 

each character to a craft stick, 

drinking straw or bath tissue roll. 

Divide up the puppets between you 

and your child, and then act out 

the biography with the puppets as 

you read. Maybe you can even put 

on a puppet show for someone 

else in your family!

2. Discussion activity – Help 

your child to fi rst understand the 

metaphor of sheep and shepherd, 

so she will be able to understand 

how the Lord acts as her shepherd 

(Psalm 23). Ask questions 

like these: 

• What does a shepherd do to 

care for his sheep? 

• Would you have liked to be 

one of David’s sheep? Would 

you have trusted him? Why or 

why not?

• How did the Lord, David’s 

shepherd, take care of him?  

Parents, help your child to see the 

many responsibilities of a shepherd: 

leading his sheep to food and 

water, providing them with rest 

and refreshment, keeping them 

from wandering or getting lost, 

protecting them from sharp rocks 

and wild animals, carrying them 

when they were hurt or tired, 

etc. Each sheep is valuable to the 

shepherd; he knows each one by 

name (John 10:3). The sheep also 

know the shepherd’s voice (John 

10:4) and respond to his distinctive 

whistle or call. Talk with your child 

about the ways the Lord cares 

for His children, just like a good 

shepherd cares for his sheep.

3. Application activity – Help 

the metaphor of sheep and 

shepherd to come alive for your 

child! Borrow books or videos 

about shepherds and sheep 

David, the Shepherd King
Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23

KEY LEARNING POINTS 
• The Lord was King David’s shepherd.

• When you trust Jesus Christ as Savior, He will be your shepherd too.

from the library. Search online 

or at a Christian bookstore for 

a children’s picture book about 

Psalm 23. You may even want to 

see live sheep at a local petting 

zoo or talk to a local sheep-

owner about raising sheep.

4. Application activity – If your 

child has trusted Christ as Savior, 

he can be sure Jesus Christ, the 

Good Shepherd, takes care of 

him. Write an acrostic or simple 

poem together about the ways 

the Good Shepherd takes care 

of him and your family each day. 

For your acrostic, use the word 

shepherd. For each letter, name a 

way Christ shows His care (e.g., 

“S is for the way Jesus Soothes 

my fears. H is for the way Jesus 

Helps me to make right choices.”). 

Be sure to focus on His spiritual as 

well as physical care for us in your 

acrostic or poem. Encourage your 

child to depend on Christ more 

and more, just like a little lamb has 

to depend on its shepherd.  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /ACaslonPro-Bold
    /AmericanTypewriterStd-Bold
    /AmericanTypewriterStd-Light
    /AmericanTypewriterStd-Med
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /CCDaveGibbons
    /CCDaveGibbons-BoldItalic
    /CCDaveGibbons-Italic
    /CCDaveGibbonsLower
    /CCDaveGibbonsLower-BoldItalic
    /CCDaveGibbonsLower-Italic
    /ComicSansMS
    /ComicSansMS-Bold
    /Formata-Bold
    /Formata-BoldItalic
    /Formata-Italic
    /Formata-Regular
    /FormataBQ-BoldCnd
    /FormataBQ-BoldCndItalic
    /FormataBQ-Cnd
    /FormataBQ-CndItalic
    /FormataBQ-CndOutline
    /FormataBQ-LightCnd
    /FormataBQ-LightCndItalic
    /FormataBQ-MediumCnd
    /FormataBQ-MediumCndItalic
    /FuturaStd-Condensed
    /FuturaStd-CondensedBold
    /FuturaStd-CondensedExtraBd
    /GillSansInfantMT-Bold
    /GillSansInfantMT-BoldItalic
    /GillSansInfantMT-Italic
    /GillSansInfantMT-Regular
    /GillSansInfantStd
    /GillSansInfantStd-Bold
    /GillSansInfantStd-BoldIt
    /GillSansInfantStd-Italic
    /HelveticaLTStd-Cond
    /HelveticaLTStd-Light
    /HelveticaLTStd-LightCond
    /HelveticaNeueLTStd-Md
    /LetterGothicStd
    /LetterGothicStd-Bold
    /LetterGothicStd-BoldSlanted
    /LetterGothicStd-Slanted
    /LucidaBright
    /MonotypeOldStyleMTStd-BdOut
    /MyriadPro-Black
    /MyriadPro-BlackCond
    /MyriadPro-BlackCondIt
    /MyriadPro-BlackIt
    /MyriadPro-BlackSemiCn
    /MyriadPro-BlackSemiCnIt
    /MyriadPro-BlackSemiExt
    /MyriadPro-BlackSemiExtIt
    /MyriadPro-Bold
    /MyriadPro-BoldCond
    /MyriadPro-BoldCondIt
    /MyriadPro-BoldIt
    /MyriadPro-BoldSemiCn
    /MyriadPro-BoldSemiCnIt
    /MyriadPro-BoldSemiExt
    /MyriadPro-BoldSemiExtIt
    /MyriadPro-Cond
    /MyriadPro-CondIt
    /MyriadPro-It
    /MyriadPro-Light
    /MyriadPro-LightCond
    /MyriadPro-LightCondIt
    /MyriadPro-LightIt
    /MyriadPro-LightSemiCn
    /MyriadPro-LightSemiCnIt
    /MyriadPro-LightSemiExt
    /MyriadPro-LightSemiExtIt
    /MyriadPro-Regular
    /MyriadPro-SemiCn
    /MyriadPro-SemiCnIt
    /MyriadPro-SemiExt
    /MyriadPro-SemiExtIt
    /MyriadPro-Semibold
    /MyriadPro-SemiboldCond
    /MyriadPro-SemiboldCondIt
    /MyriadPro-SemiboldIt
    /MyriadPro-SemiboldSemiCn
    /MyriadPro-SemiboldSemiCnIt
    /MyriadPro-SemiboldSemiExt
    /MyriadPro-SemiboldSemiExtIt
    /PostinoStd
    /PostinoStd-Italic
    /RosewoodStd-Fill
    /RosewoodStd-Regular
    /StencilStd
    /Times-Bold
    /Times-BoldItalic
    /Times-Italic
    /Times-Roman
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /TrajanPro-Bold
    /TrajanPro-Regular
    /Zapfino
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K 0
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




